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Introduction 
 Gender-based sexual violence and harassment pervades the American education system, 
workplace, and general public today (Anderson & Turner, 2017; Hirschman, 2019; Johnson, 
Fisher, & Jacquier, 2015; Kearl, 2018; Smith, 2020). Sexual harassment has been described as an 
epidemic, and it “is estimated that around the world at least one woman in every three has been 
beaten, coerced into sex, or otherwise abused in her lifetime” (Bhatla, 2014, p. 238). A national 
study on Sexual Harassment and Assault (2018) found the most common outcomes associate 
with victimization were feelings of anxiety or depression; however, fewer than 10% of 
victimized individuals sought medical help or mental health counseling (Kearl, 2018). One 
reason for this is likely the stigma and shame associated with sexual victimization generally, and 
harassment in particular (Srivastava, Chaudhury, Bhat, & Sahu, 2017). The #MeToo Movement 
was founded in 2016 in the hopes of raising awareness and de-stigmatizing speaking out about 
sexual violence (Hillstrom, 2018). In current times, promoting social change occurs in several 
steps. Linda Hirschman, women’s activist, lawyer, and author, (2019) simplifies modern social 
change into a “War on Three Fronts” (p. 231): The legal, the political, and the cultural. Social 
change occurs through legal battles that can travel to the supreme court, policy enacted by 
legislators and politicians, and the general public’s conception of the problem and need for social 
change.  
What is Sexual Violence 
 This study aims to explore facets of gender-based sexual violence and how it is or is not 
perpetuated by news media. The term “sexual violence” is defined by the United Nations as “a 
form of gender-based violence and encompasses any sexual act, attempt to obtain a sexual act, 
unwanted sexual comments or advances, or acts to traffic, or otherwise directed against a 
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person’s sexuality using coercion, by any person regardless of their relationship to the victim, in 
any setting” (2014). Unless otherwise specified, sexual violence will serve as an umbrella term 
throughout the study to refer to any or all facets of gender-based sexual violence. The term 
“gender-based” is used to refer to sexual violence in which the male is the perpetrator and the 
female is the victim. 
Sexual Violence in the Media 
 The media plays a large role in creating awareness and shaping the public perception of 
certain topics, including sexual violence (Evans, 2016). Luhmann (2000) asserts, “what we know 
of our society, indeed of the world in which we live, we know through the mass media” (p. 173-
176). Social media (e.g., Facebook, Instagram, Twitter) has become a huge platform for sharing 
news with friends, family, and acquaintances. Although a lot of shared media contains 
information that is ill-sourced (Mitchell, Jurowitz, Oliphant, & Shearer, 2020), many of the 
articles shared on social media are from mass media outlets such as CNN or Fox News. 
Therefore, even as social media dominates as a method of sharing information, mass media is 
still often the original source.  
 Existing research has shown mass media often reinforces rape mythology and attributes 
the cause of incidents of gender-based sexual violence to the victim (DiBennardo, 2018; Isaacs 
& Mthembu, 2018; O'Boyle & Li, 2019). Lonsway and Fitzgerald (1994) define rape myths as 
“attitudes and beliefs that are generally false, but are widely and persistently held, and that serve 
to deny and justify male sexual aggression against women” (p. 134). These studies highlight the 
media’s role in defining and propagating how society views victims and perpetrators and had 
similar results in that the victim was often disbelieved or considered at fault to the benefit of the 
perpetrator. Witnessing negative perceptions of victims who come forward dissuades other 
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victims from reporting harassment or assault (O'Boyle & Li, 2019). To illustrate, The U.S. 
Bureau of Justice Statistics (2019) reports that only 33.9% of the individuals who suffered sexual 
violence in 2019 reported the incident to the police. By comparison, 52.1% of aggravated assault 
survivors and 79.5% victims of motor-vehicle theft reported the incident to authorities (Bureau 
of Justice Statistics, 2019). This discrepancy in reporting is especially concerning given that a 
national study on sexual harassment and assault found that 81% of women reported experiencing 
sexual violence in their lifetime (Kearl, 2018). It is likely that victim blaming, stigma, and 
associated feelings of shame play a major role in women’s decision to report their sexual 
violence victimization.  
 Importantly, the media has always published widely on the issue of sexual violence.     
Indeed, the media is “eager to trade emotionally disturbing stories for clicks” (Grigoriadis, 2017, 
p. 88). However, these stories are often framed using a gendered lens, or contextualized with 
incomplete details. Furthermore, the media often only publishes a fragment of the larger story of 
sexual violence, especially when it comes to harassment possibly occurring in their own 
institutions. This is especially true of companies like Fox News and CBS, that have struggled 
with their own internal sexual violence allegations (Zurawik, 2018). When news companies 
selectively offer information about sexual violence, the public suffers.  
 The media’s discussion of victims and perpetrators is important for the prevention of 
sexual violence and harassment as well as encouraging victims to come forward. Public 
denouncements of perpetrators may instill behavior change (Australian Public Service 
Commission, 2018). If the media is indeed perpetuating victim-blaming narratives, that 
eliminates societal consequences and enables future potential perpetrators. Changing people’s 
attitudes about sexual violence and unlearning rape mythology shifts the narrative from victim-
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blaming, to placing accountability onto the perpetrator (McMahon, 2011). Witnessing a public 
condemnation of perpetration therefore may lead to prevention in potential violence or 
harassment. 
#MeToo  
 #MeToo was first coined by Tarana Burke in 2006 and transformed into a widespread 
movement in 2017 when Alyssa Milano encouraged sharing encounters of sexual assault or 
harassment with the hashtag #MeToo on Twitter (Hillstrom, 2018). De Benedictis, Orgad, and 
Rottenberg’s (2019) research supports mass media's role in the campaign’s growing popularity 
and visibility. A sexual violence awareness movement may have shifted the previously victim-
blaming mass media’s discussion of sexual violence. This was a purposeful tactic, Vanessa 
Grigoriadis in Blurred Lines (2017) explains sexual violence advocates and activists’ strategy of 
bombarding the media with survivors’ stories to increase public awareness. Discussing 
survivor’s stories as a more mainstream topic (Solnit, 2017) is an important first step in 
validating survivors’ experiences victimization.  
 An examination of mainstream media sources and how they discuss incidents of male-
perpetrated sexual violence is necessary. Studying incidents wherein there is a female-identified 
victim specifically has the potential to highlight perpetuated double standards that may cause 
victims to feel unsafe to come forward whereas perpetrators may be enabled from the lack of 
actual ramifications. Furthermore, it is important to study the effect the #MeToo movement had 
on the media’s discussion of gender-based sexual violence to see if these movements truly can 
change the narrative. 
 
 
BEFORE AND AFTER #METOO  6 
 
Current Study 
 This review will seek to answer the question How does the media discuss incidents of 
sexual violence where there is a male perpetrator and a female victim? Within the frame of this 
broad question, the researcher sought to answer three ancillary questions including: (1) How 
does the media discuss a perpetrator’s denial versus a victim’s allegation?; (2) To which 
individual does the news source give more weight?; and (3) Are there differences in the media’s 
discussion of sexual violence before versus after the #MeToo movement?  
 Given the historical weight and pervasiveness of rape culture in the United States 
(Grigoriadis, 2017), it is assumed the media perpetuates rape mythology by including arbitrary 
things such as what the victim was wearing or how much they had to drink to implicate their role 
in their own assault or harassment. However, due to the widespread #MeToo movement, and 
2018 being declared the “year of the woman” (Somerstein, 2019), this researcher expects there 
will be measurable differences before and after #MeToo in how incidents of gender-based sexual 
violence are reported.  
Methods 
 To answer the research question, the author sought to find a variety of news sources from 
the years 2014 (prior to #MeToo) and 2018 (after #MeToo). In order to locate news sources, the 
author utilized a research librarian at the University of New Hampshire to assist in finding 
databases to be able to access the necessary resources. Sources follow as such: CNN, Fox News, 
ABC News, CBS News, The New York Times, Wall Street Journal, USA Today, The 
Washington Post, The New Yorker, and the Boston Globe. Four databases were utilized: 
EBSCO, EBSCOHost, ProQuest, and FoxNews.com.  
Study Terms and Definitions 
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 The University of Iowa Libraries (2020) created a database to serve as a starting point for 
research on the national conversation of sexual assault. Thus, to find relevant articles, the 
University of Iowa Libraries’ (2020) recommendation for search terms were used. The Boolean 
phrase used for the literature search was: (“rape” OR “sexual assault” OR “sexual harassment” 
OR “sexual violence” OR “sexual misconduct”). To find sources related to this study, the author 
only chose media sources that mainly use written media to broadcast or report. Rape, Abuse, and 
Incest National Network (RAINN) have a section on their website detailing language to use 
when discussing sexual assault or harassment cases (2020), and what terms are considered 
derogatory towards the victim. The researcher utilized this list as an additional consideration 
while examining the articles, especially while assessing whether the article was victim-centered, 
perpetrator-centered, or objective. The news sources chosen for the current study were found in a 
Pew Research poll on the “most trusted sources of news” in the United States (Gottfried & 
Mitchell, 2020).  These news sources were meant to represent sources of media that are not only 
widely circulated but also trusted as reliable and true by their readership. 
Inclusion Criteria  
 To understand the effect #MeToo had on the media, the articles chosen were limited to 
the year 2014 (before #MeToo movement) and the year 2018 (after/during #MeToo movement). 
After using the Boolean phrase mentioned above, articles were reviewed according to the 
following inclusion criteria: (1) the article was about a male perpetrator(s) and a female victim(s) 
of sexual violence; (2) the article was about the case and predated the case’s actual court or 
senate judgement; (3) the article was about an incident or incidents that had occurred in the 
United States. The second inclusion criteria was included in order to ensure the article related 
judgements from the reporter or public and was not affected by an official judicial decision. 
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Importantly, if there were multiple articles about high profile cases (i.e. Bill Cosby or Harvey 
Weinstein), only the most recent article was selected. This was done in order to ensure it was the 
most updated facts on the case. Only one was selected to guard against an individual case 
skewing the data. The initial search resulted in 17,877 articles overall, a visual representation can 
be found in figure 1. After applying inclusion criteria, 108 articles were utilized in all, 45 from 
year 2014, 63 from year 2018. 
 A detailed extraction form was created based on the primary and ancillary research 
questions. The extraction form was then reviewed by an independent researcher, familiar with 
the topic. After initial edits were made, the extraction form was emailed to 5 additional experts in 
the field of sexual violence, gender-based violence, and #MeToo. Feedback from these scholars 
was then integrated into the final extraction form. This form was then used to extract relevant 
data on victim and perpetrator characteristics, bias, and media portrayals of sexual violence. 
 Once the data was collected into an excel table, the author focused on five significant 
trends presented by the data. The language then was determined whether it was discussed in a 
non-biased way towards the perpetrator or victim and whose story they give more attention; or if 
relevant, the case was used to give someone or something else attention, whether that be positive 
or negative, such as the #MeToo movement itself.   
BEFORE AND AFTER #METOO  9 
 
 
Figure 1: Search Results 
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Results 
 After all article extractions were completed, notable differences across sources and years 
revealed five distinct themes: (1) Label of incidents (2) Status, identity, or career of victim(s) or 
perpetrator(s); (3) Positive attributes and negative attributes; (4) Negative ramifications; and (5) 
An assessment of whether the article was victim-centered, perpetrator centered, objective, or 
other. The quantitative extraction form for each of these findings is located in Appendix A and 
the qualitative extraction form can be found in Appendix B.  
Label of Incident(s) 
The selected articles from each source displayed a difference in how they labelled 
reported incidents. This opens the conversation to encompass other harmful incidents of gender-
based violence. One of the most significant differences is USA Today, where 100% of the 
selected articles in 2014 described the incident as “rape or sexual assault” whereas in 2018 the 
label of the incident varied. The Washington Post is the only consistent source that only reported 
on rape or sexual assault 100% of the time in both 2014 and 2018.  
Interestingly, “Sexual Misconduct” was not utilized in any articles from 2014, yet in 
2018 it was used in 7 out of 10 of the sources. At 40%, Fox News utilized it to describe the 
incidents reported the most, whereas USA Today, The Washington Post, and The New Yorker 
did not use it at all in the selected articles in 2014 or 2018.  
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Table 1: Label of Incident 
Source "Rape/Sexual Assault" "Sexual Harassment" "Sexual Misconduct" Other 
CNN (2014) 66.7% (n=1) 0% (n=0) 0% (n=0) 33.3% (n=1) 
CNN (2018) 75% (n=3) 0% (n=0) 25% (n=1) 0% (n=0) 
FOX (2014) 100% (n=5) 0% (n=0) 0% (n=0) 0% (n=0) 
FOX (2018) 20% (n=1) 20% (n=1) 40% (n=2) 20% (n=1) 
ABC (2014) 100% (n=4) 0% (n=0) 0% (n=0) 0% (n=0) 
ABC (2018) 80% (n=4) 0% (n=0) 20% (n=1) 0% (n=0) 
CBS (2014) 80% (n=4) 0% (n=0) 0% (n=0) 20% (n=1) 
CBS (2018) 66.7% (n=4) 0% (n=0) 16.7% (n=1) 16.7% (n=1) 
New York Times 
(2014) 80% (n=4) 20% (n=1) 0% (n=0) 0% (n=0) 
New York Times 
(2018) 62.5% (n=5) 25% (n=2) 12.5% (n=1) 0% (n=0) 
Wall Street Journal 
(2014)  80% (n=4) 20% (n=1) 0% (n=0) 0% (n=0) 
Wall Street Journal 
(2018) 57.1% (n=4) 0% (n=0) 28.6% (n=2) 14.3% (n=1) 
USA Today (2014)  100% (n=6) 0% (n=0) 0% (n=0) 0% (n=0) 
USA Today (2018) 72.7% (n=8) 18.2% (n=2) 0% (n=0) 9.1% (n=1) 
The Washington Post 
(2014) 100% (n=5) 0% (n=0) 0% (n=0) 0% (n=0) 
The Washington Post 
(2018) 100% (n=6) 0% (n=0) 0% (n=0) 0.00% 
The New Yorker 
(2014) 0% (n=0) 0% (n=0) 0% (n=0) 100% (n=2) 
The New Yorker 
(2018) 100% (n=2) 0% (n=0) 0% (n=0) 0% (n=0) 
The Boston Globe 
(2014) 80% (n=4) 0% (n=0) 0% (n=0) 20% (n=1) 
The Boston Globe 
(2018) 50% (n=4) 0% (n=0) 25% (n=2) 25% (n=2) 
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Status, Identity, or Career of Victim(s) or Perpetrator(s) 
The identity or status of the people involved in the article (either the victim or 
perpetrator) was categorized into college student, celebrity (which includes actors, singers, 
reality TV stars, and professional athletes), position of power (which can be a CEO, a politician, 
a judge, a police officer, or a professor), local, or other. A visual representation of the 
identity/status of the individuals in each news source may be found in Table 2. Results indicate 
that in 2014, college student stories dominated the media discussions about sexual violence. 
Interestingly, 2018 shows a huge difference as almost no sources describe cases about college 
students (however, there were articles about college professors) besides USA Today wherein 
9.09% of articles selected discussed a college student case. 
Positions of power were increasingly discussed in 2018 as opposed to 2014. This label 
deviates from “Celebrities” because this section was often discussed in terms of power dynamics.  
For instance, “Academic economics has struggled to advance women to doctorates and 
professorships. The approval of a small group of prominent researchers, mostly men, can make 
or break careers” (New York Times, Appendix B). The New York Times and the New Yorker 
were the only sources in 2014 that had an article about a position of power case, whereas in 
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Table 2: Status, Identity, or Career 
Source College Student Celebrity Position of Power Local/Other 
CNN (2014) 33.3%  (n=1) 66.7% (n=2) 0% (n=0) 0% (n=0) 
CNN (2018) 0% (n=0) 50% (n=2) 25% (n=1) 25% (n=1) 
FOX (2014) 20% (n=1) 60% (n=3) 0% (n=0) 20% (n=1) 
FOX (2018) 0% (n=0) 80% (n=4) 20% (n=1) 0% (n=0) 
ABC (2014) 50% (n=2) 25% (n=1) 0% (n=0) 25% (n=1) 
ABC (2018) 0% (n=0) 60.00% 20.00% 0% (n=0) 
CBS (2014)  20% (n=1) 40% (n=2) 0% (n=0) 40% (n=2) 
CBS (2018)  0% (n=0) 33.3% (n=2) 66.7% (n=4) 0% (n=0) 
New York Times (2014) 40% (n=2) 20% (n=1) 20% (n=1) 20% (n=1) 
New York Times (2018) 0% (n=0) 37.5% (n=3) 62.5% (n=5) 0% (n=0) 
Wall Street Journal (2014) 40% (n=2) 20% (n=1) 0% (n=0) 40% (n=2) 
Wall Street Journal (2018) 0% (n=0) 14.3% (n=1) 85.7% (n=6) 0% (n=0) 
USA Today (2014) 33.3% (n=2) 50% (n=3) 0% (n=0) 16.7% (n=1) 
USA Today (2018) 9.1% (n=1) 63.6% (n=7) 18.2% (n=2) 9.1% (n=1) 
The Washington Post (2014) 60% (n=3) 40% (n=2) 0% (n=0) 0% (n=0) 
The Washington Post (2018) 0% (n=0) 50% (n=3) 33.3% (n=2) 16.7% (n=1) 
The New Yorker (2014) 50.00% (n=1) 0% (n=0) 50.00% (n=1) 0% (n=0) 
The New Yorker (2018) 0% (n=0) 0% (n=0) 50.00% (n=1) 50.00% (n=1) 
The Boston Globe (2014) 40% (n=2) 20% (n=1) 0% (n=0) 40% (n=2) 
The Boston Globe (2018) 0% (n=0) 37.5% (n=3) 50% (n=4) 12.5% (n=1) 
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Positive Attributes and Negative Attributes Described 
Aspects of negative and/or positive attributes of the victim and perpetrator were extracted 
from the articles. Positive attributes could be the individual(s)’ credibility, or previous awards, 
accreditation. Negative attributes pertain to the adverse, such as a lack of credibility, criminal 
records. In 2014 to 2018 there does not seem to be a change in the gross number of positive or 
negative attributes discussed in each news sources by year, however, there were some interesting 
differences in the positive attributes given to victims in 2018. Specifically, victim positive 
attributes decline in 2018 when compared to similar articles in 2014. Notably, The New Yorker 
is an outlier since in 2018 the selected articles did not mention any attributes about the victim nor 
the perpetrator. ABC had a significant decline in discussing positive attributes about the victim 
from 100% in 2014 to 20% in 2018. 
Examining the qualitative data, located in Appendix B, provides insight into what is 
attributed positive or negative. A positive attribute extracted from “When Rape Strikes Close to 
Home”, the author wrote of Dylan Farrow’s alleged sexual assault: “to me, her words rang true” 
(USA Today, 2014). Some negative attributes reported, also about Dylan Farrow from CNN said 
“she couldn’t distinguish fact from fantasy, and two that she was probably coached” (CNN, 
2014). A perpetrator positive attribute was described in “A Harvard Star, Accused” of 
Economics Professor and researcher, Dr. Roland G. Fryer Jr.: “Before he turned 40 [Fryer] has 
earned tenure at Harvard, received a MacArthur ‘genius’ grant and won the most prestigious 
award for young American Economists” (New York Times, 2018). A negative attribute of 
Supreme Court nominee Brett Kavanaugh was “His testimony demonstrated a disturbing lack of 
judicial demeanor and temperament required for the highest court” (The Boston Globe, 2018). 
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CNN (2014) 66.7% (n=2) 66.7% (n=2) 33.3% (n=1) 33.3% (n=1) 
CNN (2018) 25.0% (n=1) 25.0% (n=1) 100% (n=4) 75.0% (n=3) 
FOX (2014) 0% (n=0) 40.0% (n=2) 40.0% (n=2) 60.0% (n=3) 
FOX (2018) 20.0% (n=1) 60.0% (n=3) 80.0% (n=4) 40.0% (n=2) 
ABC (2014) 100.0% (n=4) 25.0% (n=1) 50.0% (n=2) 25.0% (n=1) 
ABC (2018) 20.0% (n=1) 60.0% (n=3) 80.0% (n=4) 40.0% (n=2) 
CBS (2014) 0% (n=0) 40.0% (n=2) 40.0% (n=2) 0% (n=0) 
CBS (2018) 33.3% (n=2) 33.3% (n=2) 16.7% (n=1) 16.7% (n=1) 
New York Times (2014) 20.0% (n=1) 40.0% (n=2) 80.0% (n=4) 20.0% (n=1) 
New York Times (2018) 62.5% (n=5) 50.0% (n=4) 50.0% (n=4) 50.0% (n=4) 
Wall Street Journal (2014) 0% (n=0) 20.0% (n=1) 60.0% (n=3) 20.0% (n=1) 
Wall Street Journal (2018)  14.3% (n=1) 42.9% (n=3) 57.1% (n=4) 14.3% (n=1) 
USA Today (2014)  66.7% (n=4) 33.3% (n=2) 50.0%. (n=3) 66.7% (n=4) 
USA Today (2018) 27.3% (n=3) 72.7% (n=8) 36.4% (n=4) 36.4% (n=4) 
The Washington Post (2014) 20.0% (n=1) 20.0% (n=1) 40.0% (n=2) 40.0% (n=2) 
The Washington Post (2018) 16.7% (n=1) 16.7% (n=1) 50.0% (n=3) 16.7% (n=1) 
The New Yorker (2014) 50.0% (n=2) 0% (n=0) 50.0% (n=2) 50.0% (n=2) 
The New Yorker (2018) 0% (n=0) 0% (n=0) 0% (n=0) 0% (n=0) 
The Boston Globe (2014) 20.0% (n=1) 20.0% (n=1) 80.0% (n=4) 0% (n=0) 
The Boston Globe (2018) 12.5% (n=1) 12.5% (n=1) 37.5% (n=3) 37.5% (n=3) 
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Negative Ramifications 
Table 4 demonstrates the portion of articles that mentioned a negative ramification for 
either the victim(s) or perpetrator(s). The term negative ramification is purposefully utilized to 
refer to both immediate consequences potentially caused by the incident such as injury, job loss, 
suspension, marital and familial problems, or apologies issued; and longer-term ramifications 
such as black listing, prison time, industry evaluations, and emotional and mental conditions 
such as PTSD.  The Boston Globe had a significant increase in perpetrator negative ramification 
from 20% in 2014 to 87.50% in 2018. The New Yorker had a complete switch from discussing 
the perpetrator negative ramification in 100% of the selected articles in 2014 to 100% of victim 
negative ramification and 0% perpetrator negative ramification in 2018. 
The severity of the ramification are displayed in the extraction table in Appendix B. The 
dozens of assault allegations about Bill Cosby are described as "something that’s going to, of 
course, do great harm to Bill Cosby’s legacy” (CNN, 2014). And in 2018 CNN said of James 
Franco’s sexual misconduct allegations, “it kind of sucks that, you know James had this amazing 
night on Sunday and then just moments later it kind of overshadowed by this very important 
topic… he had one of the biggest moments in his career Sunday night”. In comparison, an 
example of an extracted victim negative ramification would be she “left the school… and she 
became the target of death threats on social media (USA Today, 2014) and “considered suicide 
and abused alcohol after the alleged from which she suffers PTSD” (USA Today, 2018).  
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Table 4: Negative Ramifications 
Source Victim Negative Ramification Perpetrator Negative Ramification 
CNN (2014) 66.7% (n=2) 33.3% (n=1) 
CNN (2018) 25.0% (n=1) 50.0% (n=2) 
FOX (2014) 40.0% (n=2) 40.0% (n=2) 
FOX (2018)  60.0% (n=3) 80.00% (n=3) 
ABC (2014) 25.0% (n=1) 100% (n=4) 
ABC (2018) 40.0% (n=2) 20.0% (n=1) 
CBS (2014) 0.0% (n=0) 60.0% (n=3) 
CBS (2018)  33.3% (n=2) 83.3% (n=5) 
New York Times (2014) 20.0% (n=1) 80.0% (n=4) 
New York Times (2018) 50.0% (n=4) 37.5% (n=3) 
Wall Street Journal (2014) 20.0% (n=1) 80.0% (n=4) 
Wall Street Journal (2018) 28.6% (n=2) 57.1% (n=4) 
USA Today (2014) 50.0% (n=3) 50.0% (n=3) 
USA Today (2018) 54.6% (n=6) 81.8% (n=9) 
The Washington Post (2014) 80.0% (n=4) 60.0% (n=3) 
The Washington Post (2018) 50.0% (n=3) 16.7% (n=1) 
The New Yorker (2014) 0.0% (n=0) 100% (n=2) 
The New Yorker (2018) 100% (n=2) 0.0% (n=0) 
The Boston Globe (2014) 40.0% (n=2) 20.0% (n=1) 
The Boston Globe (2018) 37.5% (n=3) 87.5% (n=7) 
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Victim Centered, Perpetrator Centered, Objective, or Other 
Table 5 displays the percentage of each source whether it was victim-centered, 
perpetrator centered, objective, or “Other”. Victim-centered means the article discussed the case 
from the victim’s point of view or did not interview or requests for comment from the 
perpetrator(s) or perpetrator’s counsel. Perpetrator-centered means the article discussed the case 
from the perpetrator's point of view or did not interview or request comment from the victim(s) 
or victim's counsel. Objective means the article simply reported the facts from the case, or made 
it clear the writers or reporters tried to reach either the victim or perpetrator for additional 
comments or an interview but could not. Other is when the article utilized the case in order to 
discuss something else entirely, for instance the university safety standards, workplace 
atmosphere, or social norms around sexual violence as a whole.  
From 2014 to 2018, most news sources transitioned toward the articles being largely 
objective. Fox News and The Washington Post had a significant increase in perpetrator-centered 
articles, whereas the rest of the sources had experienced a significant decline in perpetrator-
centered articles. Notably, ABC where in 2014, 75% of the selected articles were perpetrator 
centered, in 2018 only 20% were perpetrator centered. In 2014 The Boston Globe had the highest 
percentage for objective articles, at 60% however, in 2018 The Wall Street Journal had the 
highest proportion of objective articles at 71.43%. Importantly, in 2014 many of the articles 
categorized as “other” were focused on unbiased reporting, college campus safety, and the 
NFL’s response to domestic violence.  However, in 2018, the majority of the articles in the 
“other” category discussed cases in the context of the #MeToo movement. 
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Table 5: Bias or Non-Bias of Article 
Source Victim-Centered Perpetrator -Centered Objective Other 
CNN (2014) 66.7%  (n=2) 0% (n=0) 0% (n=0) 33.3% (n=1) 
CNN (2018) 25.0% (n=1) 25.0% (n=1) 50.0% (n=2) 0% (n=0) 
FOX (2014) 20.0% (n=1) 40.0% (n=2) 20.0% (n=1) 20.0% (n=1) 
FOX (2018) 0.0% (n=0) 60.0% (n=3) 20.0% (n=1) 20.0% (n=1) 
ABC (2014) 0% (n=0) 75.0% (n=3) 0% (n=0) 25.0% (n=1) 
ABC (2018) 40.0% (n=2) 20.0% (n=1) 20.0% (n=1) 20.0% (n=1) 
CBS (2014) 0% (n=0) 40.0% (n=2) 20.0% (n=1) 40.0% (n=2) 
CBS (2018) 0% (n=0) 33.3% (n=2) 50.0% (n=3) 16.7% (n=1) 
New York Times (2014) 20.0% (n=1) 40.0% (n=2) 20.0% (n=1) 20.0% (n=1) 
New York Times (2018) 25.0% (n=2) 0% (n=0) 50.0% (n=4) 25.0% (n=2) 
Wall Street Journal (2014) 0% (n=0) 20.0% (n=1) 40.0% (n=2) 40.0% (n=2) 
Wall Street Journal (2018) 14.3% (n=1) 14.3% (n=1) 71.4% (n=5) 0% (n=0) 
USA Today (2014) 33.3% (n=2) 0% (n=0) 50.0% (n=3) 16.7% (n=1) 
USA Today (2018) 18.2% (n=2) 18.2% (n=2) 54.6% (n=6) 9.1% (n=1) 
The Washington Post (2014)  60.0% (n=3) 0% (n=0) 20.0% (n=1) 20.0% (n=1) 
The Washington Post (2018)  0% (n=0) 33.3% (n=2) 66.7% (n=4) 0% (n=0) 
The New Yorker (2014) 50.0% (n=1) 0% (n=0) 0% (n=0) 50.0% (n=1) 
The New Yorker (2018) 50.0% (n=1) 0% (n=0) 0% (n=0) 50.0% (n=1) 
The Boston Globe (2014) 0% (n=0) 0% (n=0) 60.0% (n=3) 40.0% (n=2) 
The Boston Globe (2018) 12.5% (n=1) 12.5% (n=1) 62.5% (n=5) 12.5% (n=1) 
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Discussion 
 This study aimed to explore systematic differences in mainstream media’s discussions of 
gender-based sexual violence before versus after the #MeToo movement. Study findings 
highlighted five main areas of change: Incidents reported; Status or identity of people involved in 
cases reported; Positive and negative attributes described in cases; Negative ramifications of 
victim and/or perpetrator; and Bias or lack of bias in the article. The researcher hypothesized that 
many articles would perpetuate rape mythology and double standards for the victim versus the 
perpetrator would be demonstrated in positive and negative attributes, negative ramifications, 
and bias. Also, there would be a substantial change from 2014 to 2018. Although there was 
change, the data did not support substantial evidence for rape myth perpetuation. 
Interpretations 
 The incidents reported changed in 2018 from the majority of the articles being about rape 
or sexual assault in 2014, to cases divided among sexual assault, sexual harassment, and sexual 
misconduct in 2018. This was an unexpected finding from the original hypothesis, as the original 
hypothesis was more centered on how sexual assault, rape, sexual harassment, and sexual 
misconduct is reported, as opposed to what sources are choosing to report. Nevertheless, this is 
still an important finding to support the overall hypothesis and explore the research question. The 
#MeToo movement was intended to support survivors (Maryville University, 2020) by 
encouraging them to come forward about sexual assault, abuse, and harassment. It is telling that 
cases being discussed and given attention extended in 2018 to incorporate harassment and 
misconduct. 
 The discussion in the media expanding to include sexual harassment and misconduct is 
important, as sexual harassment is historically minimized or dismissed as trivial or harmless 
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(Srivastava, Chaudhury, Bhat, & Sahu, 2017). Women who experience sexual harassment may 
be concerned that they will be believed, but publicly shamed or experience internalized shame 
leading to the minimization of their own experience (Smith, 2020). Examples of such 
minimization include ignoring the incident, or leaving the setting where the harassment occurred, 
rather than reporting their harasser (Smith, 2020). According to Srivastava, Chaudhury, Bhat, 
and Sahu (2017), “Sexual harassment constitutes a gross violation of human right and women’s 
right to equality and dignity” (p. 112). The digression into discussing sexual violence, 
harassment, and misconduct in the media is a benefit of #MeToo, as it opens the discussion to 
describe the many ways misogyny can fester in the modern world. Bringing all forms of sexual 
violence to public awareness is the first step in teaching people of all gender identities that 
violent behavior should not be tolerated. 
 The #MeToo movement is important for victims and survivors of all genders, and 
encourages people to speak out about sexual violence, as well as sexually inappropriate behavior. 
The media is a tool to popularize the movement by reporting on celebrities both alleged as the 
victim and perpetrator, to demonstrate everyone is affected by this issue regardless of status or 
success. Yet, the media’s large shift from mainly reporting on college cases to celebrities and 
people in positions of power begs the question of motivation of reporting: Is this shift in 
reporting coming from a place of wanting to let victims tell their story or is it a chance to 
capitalize on celebrity? Regardless of motivation, the fact that people in positions of power were 
discussed more often in 2018, along with those discussions focusing on inherent power 
dynamics, is beneficial for the #MeToo movement longevity and scope. Specifically, such 
reporting brings awareness to potential victims or bystanders and normalizes reporting sexual 
violence in all forms. Furthermore, increased media attention to the problem of sexual violence 
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has the potential to prevent future perpetration by furthering public awareness that sexual 
violence is a problem and that perpetration comes with negative social stigma. 
 Another consideration is the types of stories shared. Almost all the victims that were 
widely shared and publicized in 2018 were affluent white women, and as described above many 
were celebrities. Stories about women of color, women in poverty, or women with disabilities 
were not were not given the same attention by the mass media sources analyzed in this review. 
The media’s history of perpetuating oppression through the minimization of suffering for 
disenfranchised groups is well documented (DiBennardo, 2018; Isaacs & Mthembu, 2018; 
Nwabueze & Oduah, 2015). Perhaps this bias in the #MeToo movement is best exemplified by 
the sheer fact that the phrase “Me Too” was created by Tarana Burke, an activist and a woman of 
color; however, the movement was only sensationalized when an actress, Alyssa Milano, tweeted 
#MeToo (Phipps, 2020). Excluding the stories of people of color, people in poverty, and disabled 
people is a critical shortcoming of the #MeToo movement. Research shows black women 
disproportionately experience sexual violence and harassment (Barlow, 2020), and the risk only 
heightens in intersection with poverty and disability (Martin, 2019). The racism, classism, and 
ableism that pervades the #MeToo movement reflects in what and who the media chooses to 
feature and chooses to exclude. It is important to acknowledge the #MeToo movement follows 
historical patterns of other social movements (Johnson & Renderos, 2020), especially those of 
white women, that work to benefit a certain population rather than to dismantle patriarchal 
structures that perpetuate sexism more generally. 
 An unexpected finding from the current study was that the media articles extracted did 
not appear to be propagating rape myth narratives. Based on extant literature, this researcher 
assumed the positive and negative attributes of victims and perpetrators in each news article 
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would perpetuate pervasive rape myths such as what the victim was wearing, in order to 
implicate the victim’s responsibility in their own assault or harassment (Hocking, Smith, 
Klausing, & Saucier, 2016). However, positive attributes were increasingly discussed in 2018 in 
comparison to 2014, which could be a result of better consideration for objectivity. The 
discussion of perpetrator positive attributes remained high for both 2014 and 2018, whereas in 
comparison the victim positive attributes remain relatively low in 2018 and virtually non-existent 
in 2014 (with the exception of some left-leaning sources such as CNN and ABC). Most likely the 
consistency of perpetrator positive attributes is because the alleged perpetrator is a powerful 
person in their industry, career, or sport. In 2014 this would be mainly college athletes, and in 
2018 it was celebrities, producers, and politicians. For instance, in 2018 most articles certainly 
did not seem to be exonerating Harvey Weinstein, however they would still list his achievements 
as a producer. Most of the positive attributes extracted from articles (if extracted at all) pertained 
to the victim’s credibility (i.e. had a rape kit, other employees or managers corroborated), 
whereas some certainly said why the perpetrator was credible but also their achievements, their 
work as a feminist, or scholarly awards. Although listing the perpetrator’s impressive 
accomplishments could be construed as describing them and their background, it is noteworthy 
that the victim’s accomplishments were not nearly as discussed, including when the victim was 
another celebrity or influential figure. 
 Negative ramifications for victims and perpetrators did not display a clear consistency 
across 2014 and 2018 and seemed to be constrained to individual sources. Even so, this could be 
explained by the specific cases discussed in each article. For instance, in 2014, negative 
ramifications for perpetrators were mostly musing about possible problems they will face in the 
future. It is interesting to note the difference between victims and perpetrators’ negative 
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ramifications discussed in both 2014 and 2018. In 2014, perpetrator’s negative ramifications are 
framed along the lines of legacy, reputation, and harms to future aspirations. By contrast, for 
victims in the same year, the articles differentially focused on physical injury or mental health. 
However, 2018 demonstrated an increase for negative ramifications for both victims and 
perpetrators. This increase in 2018 makes sense as perpetrators, in much larger numbers, were 
stepping down or being removed from their position in response to allegations. Even though 
there are multiple explanations for inconsistent differences between 2014 and 2018, there is still 
an effect the #MeToo movement had, especially for perpetrator negative ramifications. 
 Perhaps one of the more important key findings were changes in article biases, the 
articles went from being scattered along perpetrator centered and objective to a large increase in 
objectively reported articles. The #MeToo movement was intended to spread the idea of 
believing survivors (Akel, 2018). In order for the public to trust the reported information, media 
outlets need to be objective in their reporting. If it is clear the perpetrator is guilty or the victim 
may be misconstruing facts, that should be apparent from the case itself, not because the media 
omits facts or glosses over information. Therefore, it is a benefit to victims, survivors, and sexual 
violence activists that the media was shown to have a measurable difference in their objectivity 
in 2018. 
Limitations 
 It is important for the reader to consider this study in light of its potential limitations. The 
study was performed by one researcher extracting quotes straight from the articles themselves. 
While the researcher strived for objectivity in this task, the researcher’s identity as a female 
advocate for survivors of sexual violence could potentially create a bias in what was extracted, or 
how quotes were categorized. The researcher guarded against this innate bias by having multiple 
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experts in the sexual and familial violence field look over the extraction form, along with 
utilizing a mentor and thesis advisor throughout the collection and writing process to address any 
potential concerns.  
 Another possible limitation of this study is that in order to gain a variety of cases, only 
one article per case was discussed. For instance, the Bill Cosby case came up several times in 
each source throughout the year 2014. The most recent article about the case was selected for 
inclusion in the current study in order to present the updated facts of the case. This was done so 
to ensure no single case dominated the discussion of the media’s portrayal of sexual violence, 
and inherently limited this manuscript’s discussion of one case over another. Given this 
manuscript’s goal was to look holistically at media portrayal, this tactic was meant to guard 
against bias by ensuring all cases were looked at equally.  However, it is true that the tactic also 
limited the discussion of some high-profile cases and may have omitted important case 
information provided over time.  
 Finally, although not a limitation, it is also important to note some sources included in the 
study did not publish as many pieces as others. For example, USA Today publishes every day in 
magazines, newspapers, and online publications causing it to have multitudes more data than the 
New Yorker which publishes much less frequently. This means while looking at the results, 
some of the sources may be more well-represented than others, and percentages should be looked 
with some caution. Notably, Fox News’s website was utilized to find articles, the format of the 
website itself only allowed access to 150 results at a time with no option to load more. To guard 
against this bias, all tables and figures provide the number of articles in addition to the 
percentages, and the number of articles from each source is clearly stated. Hopefully, this data 
will allow readers the opportunity to draw their own conclusions from the data itself.  
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Implications  
 Despite these limitations, findings from the current study offer some important 
implications and next steps for research, media, and the #MeToo movement. 
For Research  
 This study’s results mirror those of past studies, such as those by DiBennardo (2018) and 
Isaacs and Mthembu (2018) wherein there were apparent double standards found in the media 
pertaining to cases of sexual violence. However, this study shows a path for growth in how 
sexual violence and harassment is discussed in the media. Although there were and still are 
problematic aspects to how the mainstream and local media discusses cases, the difference 
between 2014 and 2018 and the connection of the #MeToo movement, shows the media is 
reacting to these movements and attempting to change. This study contributes to a clearer 
understanding of positive growth in these discussions, along with areas that could still be 
improved upon. This study was intended to explore how the media discusses gender-based 
sexual violence and harassment, and the effect the #MeToo movement had on this discussion. 
The data supports that there is a clear difference, however a clearer answer could be found in 
further research. Further research could expand to more sources, such as radio and TV reports. 
Conversely it could also explore local news sources, and differences found in different locations 
around the country. Another possible route could be to interview people who report reading or 
watching the news sources utilized in this research, and polling their beliefs about rape culture, 
sexual violence, and the #MeToo movement to see the direct effect the media is having on the 
public’s perception and beliefs. 
For Media 
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 The media was studied because it shapes how social movements are viewed and 
understood. It is hard to be aware of a systemic issue if no one ever deigns to give it a platform. 
However, in modern times it is impossible to ignore that many Americans now get their news 
from social media, and the mainstream media is now largely distrusted (Shearer, 2021). This is 
unfortunate, as social media sites are not designed to be able to filter out misinformation and 
propaganda, and those who only access news through social media are less likely to be engaged 
and to continually follow a story (Mitchell, Jurkowitz, Oliphant, & Shearer, 2020). Perhaps by 
growing less politicized and as objective as possible, Americans will go back to using news 
sources once again for their news. Making news sources more accessible is one way to ensure 
people are learning from unbiased, trustworthy news. Social media is completely free to use, and 
easy to share information deemed important. Similarly, many news sources seen as politicized 
are also free to the pubic and do not require subscription (e.g., CNN, Fox News). Importantly, 
other integral newspapers, still attempting to create an online presence, are not free to users (e.g., 
the New York Times , Washington Post). Implications of the public impact of news sources that 
are are free versus those only accessible through a subscription or payment should be explored. 
For the #MeToo Movement 
 There are many critiques of the #MeToo movement and its lack of representation 
(Abrams, 2018; Phipps, 2020). As discussed previously, these shortcomings not only undermine 
the movement, but have the potential to undermine victims or survivors as a whole. This research 
was solely focused on gender-based violence, but it would be remiss not to mention the inherent 
heterosexism in the #MeToo movement as LGBTQ people and transgender individuals in 
particular are not only are disproportionately affected by sexual violence, but also are at much 
higher rates for subsequent homicide, suicide, and prolonged trauma from inaccessibility and 
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mistreatment at trauma centers (VAWnet, 2020). This is a heightened sense of urgency which 
should be given much more space in the media, to be brought to public attention and finally 
removed as some sort of taboo subject. 
 The #MeToo movement was made into a phenomenon because of the accessibility of 
social media. Anyone could have a chance to share their story, and be comforted (along with 
horrified) by learning they are not alone and multitudes of individuals have shared these 
experiences. This was an encouragement to step out, and rid of any societal shame associated 
with disclosing. However, in order for a movement to be successful it must actively identify and 
remove the institutional barriers and structures that created these harmful societal norms in the 
first place. Speaking out about workplace and industry harassment is an important first step, but 
there must also be a great effort to amplify the voices that do not have the same privileges as 
famous white actresses such as Alyssa Milano. Only then will this movement benefit all victims 
and survivors. 
 Another popular criticism of the #MeToo movement was that it called for people to 
believe women, no matter what (Aggeler, 2017) and men’s careers and reputation could now be 
completely dismantled because of an allegation (Akel, 2018). Notably this criticism is not 
supported by fact. Survivors rarely have any tangible reason to make false allegations, however 
perpetrators often have a reason to make a false denial. As Spohn, White, and Tellis (2014) 
displayed in their study on false allegations, the statistics for false reporting or allegations are 
extremely low. The #MeToo movement emphasized “believe women” (Hillstrom, 2018). The 
larger aim of the #MeToo movement was to empower anybody to be able to speak out about 
their trauma and be comfortable identifying themselves as a survivor. Through this, survivors are 
re-narrating their story as one as empowerment rather than victimization. Importantly, female 
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empowerment is not the same as condemning a perpetrator. Allegations of gender-based sexual 
violence have been long been minimized and nullified within the larger American social 
discourse in favor of protecting potential victims. Accordingly, it is revolutionary for women to 
find a platform to feel safe enough to speak out about their victimization and reclaim the defining 
role such victimization may play in their self-perceived agency. Such re-narration does not 
necessitate a “guilty party”. Rather, it necessitates a collective validation of a traumatic 
experience. Minimizing survivors’ stories through labeling them as accusations rather than a 
reclamation of their story displays ignorance of the widespread endemic of sexual violence 
women face. 
Conclusion 
 Despite the shortcomings of the #MeToo movement, and a slighter change from 2014 to 
2018 than expected, it is still encouraging to see a change. Patriarchal society, gender-based 
violence, and rape culture was not built in a day, it has been ongoing and strengthened through 
centuries of violence and trauma resulting in a culture that prevents justice through fear and 
stigma. However, any positive change in four short years demonstrates that change is possible. 
Victims, survivors, and allies must persist in fighting for justice through activism, research, 
awareness, and perseverance to continue society’s growth. A step, however small, is still a step 






BEFORE AND AFTER #METOO  30 
 
References 
Aggeler, M. (2017, December 4). Men Are Worried They Can't Hug Their Female Colleagues  
 Anymore. Retrieved from https://www.thecut.com/2017/12/men-are-worried-they-cant- 
 hug-female-colleagues-anymore.html. 
Akel, M. A. (2018). The Good, the Bad, and the Evils of the# MeToo Movement's Sexual  
 Harassment Allegations in Today's Society: a Cautionary Tale Regarding the Cost of  
 These Claims to the Victims, the Accused, and Beyond. Cal. W. Int'l LJ, 49, 103. 
Anderson, I., & Turner, B. (2017). Sexual Violence and Rape. Retrieved from http:// 
 roar.uel.ac.uk/7561/1/9781118430873.est0334%20Sexual%20Violence%  
 20and%20Rape.pdf 
Australian Public Service Commission. (2018, June 12). Changing behaviour: A public policy 
perspective. Retrieved March 11, 2021, from https://www.apsc.gov.au/changing-
behaviour-public-policy-perspective 
Barlow, J. N. (2020, February). Black women, the forgotten survivors of sexual assault. 
Retrieved from https://www.apa.org/pi/about/newsletter/2020/02/black-women-sexual-
assault 
Bhatla, N. (2014). Consequences and Cost. The fear that stalks: Gender-based violence in public  
 spaces (pp. 239-262). New Delhi: Zubaan. 
BJS. (2019, September 14). Criminal victimization, 2019. Retrieved from https://www.bjs.gov/ 
 index.cfm?ty=pbdetail&iid=7046 
De Benedictis, S., Orgad, S., & Rottenberg, C. (2019). #MeToo, popular feminism and the news:  
 A content analysis of UK newspaper coverage. European Journal of Cultural Studies,  
 22(5–6), 718–738. https://doi.org/10.1177/1367549419856831 
BEFORE AND AFTER #METOO  31 
 
DiBennardo, R. (2018). Ideal victims and monstrous offenders: How the news media represent  
sexual predators. Socius, 4, 237802311880251–. 
https://doi.org/10.1177/2378023118802512  
Gottfried, J., & Mitchell, A. (2020, August 28). Media Sources: Distinct Favorites Emerge on the 
Left and Right. Retrieved from https://www.journalism.org/2014/10/21/section-1-media-
sources-distinct-favorites-emerge-on-the-left-and-right/ 
Grigoriadis, V. (2017). Blurred lines: rethinking sex, power, and consent on campus. Houghton  
 Mifflin Harcourt. 
Hillstrom, L. C. (2018). The #metoo movement. ProQuest Ebook Central https:// 
 ebookcentral.proquest.com 
Hirshman, L. (2019). Reckoning: the epic battle against sexual abuse and harassment. Houghton  
 Mifflin Harcourt. 
Hockett, J. M., Smith, S. J., Klausing, C. D., & Saucier, D. A. (2016). Rape Myth Consistency  
 and Gender Differences in Perceiving Rape Victims: A Meta-Analysis. Violence Against   
 Women, 22(2), 139–167. https://doi.org/10.1177/1077801215607359 
Isaacs, D., & Mthembu, J. (2018). “I forgive him. It wasn’t easy for him”: social representations  
of perpetrators of intimate partner violence in the Western Cape Province media. Critical 
Studies in Media Communication, 35(5), 468–482. 
https://doi.org/10.1080/15295036.2018.1501157  
Johnson, H., Fisher, B., & Jaquier, V. (2015). Critical issues on violence against women:  
 international perspectives and promising strategies (First edition). Routledge. 
Johnson, R., & Renderos, H. (2020). Invisible Populations and the #MeToo Movement. Public  
Administration Review, 80(6), 1123–1126. https://doi.org/10.1111/puar.13209 
BEFORE AND AFTER #METOO  32 
 
Kearl, H. (2018, February). The facts behind the #metoo movement: A national study on sexual  
harassment and assault. Retrieved from http://www.stopstreetharassment.org/wp-
content/uploads/2018/01/Full-Report-2018-National-Study-on-Sexual-Harassment-and-
Assault.pdf 
Lonsway, K. A., Fitzgerald, L. F. (1994). Rape myths: In review. Psychology of Women  
 Quarterly, 18, 133-164. 
Luhmann, N., & Cross, K. (2000). The reality of the mass media. Stanford University Press. 
Martin, H. (2019, April 2). Vulnerable populations affected by sexual violence. Retrieved March 
11, 2021, from https://www.umcno.org/blog/2019/april/vulnerable-populations-affected-
by-sexual-violen/ 
McMahon, S. (2011, October). Changing perceptions of sexual violence over time. Retrieved  
 from https://vawnet.org/sites/default/files/materials/files/2016-09/ 
 AR_ChangingPerceptions.pdf 
Mitchell, A., Jurkowitz, M., Oliphant, J., & Shearer, E. (2020, August 27). Americans who 
mainly get their news on social media are less Engaged, less knowledgeable. Retrieved 
from https://www.journalism.org/2020/07/30/americans-who-mainly-get-their-news-on-
social-media-are-less-engaged-less-knowledgeable/ 
Nwabueze, C., & Oduah, F. (2015, July 1). Media re-victimization of rape victims in a shame  
culture? Exploring the framing and representation of rape cases in nigerian dailies. 
Global Media Journal., 13(24), 1–20. Retrieved from https://www.globalmediajournal.c 
om/open-access/media-revictimization-of-rape-victims-in-a-shame-culture-exploring-the-
framing-and-representation-of-rape-cases-in-nigerian-dailies.php?aid=55026 
O’Boyle, J., & Li, Q. (2019). MeToo is different for college students: Media framing of campus  
BEFORE AND AFTER #METOO  33 
 
 sexual assault, its causes, and proposed solutions. Newspaper Research Journal, 40(4),  
 431–450. https://doi.org/10.1177/0739532919856127 
Page, Shapiro, and Dempsey. (1987). What moves public opinion?. American Political Science  
 Review 81: 23-44. 
RAINN. (2020). Key Terms and Phrases. Retrieved October 16, 2020, from 
https://www.rainn.org/articles/key-terms-and-phrases 
Rymel, L. (2004). What is the difference between rape and sexual assault? Retrieved March 27, 
2021, from https://www.ojp.gov/ncjrs/virtual-library/abstracts/what-difference-between-
rape-and-sexual-assault 
Shearer, E. (2021, January 12). 86% of Americans get news online from smartphone, computer 
or tablet. Retrieved from https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2021/01/12/more-than-
eight-in-ten-americans-get-news-from-digital-devices/ 
Smith, M. D. (2020). Sexual harassment: A reference handbook. ProQuest Ebook  
 Central https://ebookcentral.proquest.com 
Solnit, R., & Calzada, P. (2017). The mother of all questions. Haymarket Books. 
Somerstein, R. (2019). 2018 was dubbed the year of the woman. you wouldn’t know it from the  
 pictures: When almost all the photos that news organizations dub iconic are taken by  
 men, we’re missing out on big stories. The Washington Post. Retrieved from https:// 
 unh.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/01USNH_UNH/1o8seis/ 
 cdi_proquest_miscellaneous_2168067306 
Spohn, C., White, C., & Tellis, K. (2014). Unfounding Sexual Assault: Examining the Decision  
 to Unfound and Identifying False Reports. Law & Society Review, 48(1), 161– 
 192. https://doi.org/10.1111/lasr.12060 
BEFORE AND AFTER #METOO  34 
 
Srivastava, K., Chaudhury, S., Bhat, P. S., & Sahu, S. (2017). Misogyny, feminism, and sexual  
 harassment. Industrial Psychiatry Journal, 26(2), 111–113. Retrieved from https://doi- 
 org.unh.idm.oclc.org/10.4103/ipj.ipj_32_18 
The University of Iowa Libraries. (2020, July 16). Sexual Assault Awareness Month: Home. 
Retrieved October 16, 2020, from https://guides.lib.uiowa.edu/c.php?g=911688 
United Nations. (2014, October). Sexual and gender-based violence in the context of transitional 
justice. Retrieved from https://www.ohchr.org/documents/issues/women/wrgs/onepage 
rs/sexual_and_gender-based_violence.pdf 
VAWnet. (2020). Violence against trans and non-binary people. Retrieved 
from https://vawnet.org/sc/serving-trans-and-non-binary-survivors-domestic-and-sexual-
violence/violence-against-trans-and 
Zurawik, D. (2018, September 12). In the wake of Fager firing, CBS News looking as sexist, sick 








BEFORE AND AFTER #METOO  35 
 
Appendix A 
Quantitative Extraction Form 




Rape/S. Assault: 66.7% (n=2) 
S. Harassment:    0% (n=0)     
S. Misconduct:   0% (n=0)     
Other:                 33.3% (n=1) 
College Student:   33.3% (n=1) 
Celebrity:              66.7% (n=2) 
Position of Power:  0.0% (n=0) 
Local/Other:           0.0% (n=0) 
Pos. (v): 66.7% (n=2) 
Neg. (v): 66.7% (n=2) 
Pos. (p):  33.3% (n=1) 
Neg. (p): 33.3% (n=1) 
Victim: 66.7% (n=2) 
Perp.:    33.3% (n=1) 
Victim:     66.7% (n=2) 
Perp.         00.0% (n=x) 
Objective: 00.0% (n=x) 
Other:        33.3% (n=1) 
CNN (2018) 
Rape/S. Assault: 75% (n=3)    
S. Harassment:   25% (n=1)        
S. Misconduct:   0% (n=0)     
Other:                 0% (n=0) 
College Student:    0% (n=0) 
Celebrity:               50% (n=2) 
Position of Power: 25% (n=1) 
Local/Other:           25% (n=1) 
Pos.(v):  25% (n=1) 
Neg. (v): 25% (n=1) 
Pos.(p): 100% (n=4) 
Neg. (p): 75% (n=3) 
Victim: 25% (n=1) 
Perp.:    50% (n=2) 
Victim:      25% (n=1) 
Perp.         25% (n=1) 
Objective: 50% (n=2) 
Other:        0% (n=0) 
FOX (2014) 
Rape/S. Assault: 100% (n=5)  
S. Harassment:    0% (n=0)     
S. Misconduct:    0% (n=0)     
Other:                  0% (n=0) 
College Student:    20% (n=1) 
Celebrity:               60% (n=3) 
Position of Power:  0.0% (n=0) 
Local/Other:           20% (n=1) 
Pos. (v):  0% (n=0) 
Neg.(v): 40% (n=2) 
Pos. (p): 40% (n=2) 
Neg. (p): 60% (n=3) 
Victim: 40% (n=2) 
Perp.:    40% (n=2) 
Victim:      20% (n=1) 
Perp.         40% (n=2) 
Objective: 20% (n=1) 
Other:        20% (n=1) 
FOX (2018) 
Rape/S. Assault: 20% (n=1)    
S. Harassment:   20% (n=1)     
S. Misconduct:   40% (n=2)     
Other:                 20% (n=1) 
College Student:    0% (n=0) 
Celebrity:               80% (n=4) 
Position of Power:  20% (n=1) 
Local/Other:           0.0% (n=0) 
Pos. (v):  20% (n=1) 
Neg. (v): 60% (n=3) 
Pos. (p): 80% (n=4) 
Neg. (p): 40% (n=2) 
Victim: 60% (n=3) 
Perp.:    80% (n=4) 
Victim:       0% (n=0) 
Perpetrator 60% (n=3) 
Objective:  20% (n=1) 
Other:        20% (n=1) 
ABC (2014) 
Rape/S. Assault: 100% (n=4)  
S. Harassment:   0% (n=0)      
S. Misconduct:   0% (n=0)     
Other:                 0% (n=0) 
College Student:   50% (n=2) 
Celebrity:              25% (n=1) 
Position of Power:  0.0% (n=0) 
Local/Other:           25% (n=1) 
Pos. (v):  100% (n=4) 
Neg. (v): 25% (n=1) 
Pos. (p): 50% (n=2) 
Neg. (p): 50% (n=2) 
Victim:  25% (n=1) 
Perp.:   100% (n=4) 
Victim:       0% (n=0) 
Perp.         75% (n=3) 
Objective:  0% (n=0) 
Other:         25% (n=1) 
ABC (2018) 
Rape/S. Assault: 80% (n=4)    
S. Harassment:   0% (n=0)      
S. Misconduct:   20% (n=1)     
Other:                 0% (n=0) 
College Student:    0% (n=0) 
Celebrity:               60% (n=3) 
Position of Power:  20% (n=2) 
Local/Other:           0.0% (n=0) 
Pos. (v):  20% (n=1) 
Neg. (v): 60% (n=3) 
Pos. (p): 80% (n=4) 
Neg. (p): 40% (n=2) 
Victim: 40% (n=2) 
Perp.:    20% (n=1) 
Victim:       40% (n=2) 
Perp.         20% (n=1) 
Objective:  20% (n=1) 
Other:         20% (n=1) 
CBS (2014) 
Rape/S. Assault: 80% (n=4)    
S. Harassment:   0% (n=0)      
S. Misconduct:   0% (n=0)     
Other:                20% (n=1) 
College Student:   20% (n=1) 
Celebrity:              40% (n=2) 
Position of Power:  0.0% (n=0) 
Local/Other:           40% (n=2) 
Pos. (v):  0% (n=0) 
Neg. (v): 40% (n=2) 
Pos.(p): 40% (n=2) 
Neg. (p): 0% (n=0) 
Victim:  0% (n=0) 
Perp.:    60% (n=3) 
Victim:       0% (n=0) 
Perp.          40% (n=2) 
Objective:  20% (n=1) 
Other:         40% (n=2) 
CBS (2018) 
Rape/S. Assault: 66.7% (n=4) 
S. Harassment:   0% (n=0)      
S. Misconduct:   16.7% (n=1)     
Other:                 16.7% (n=1) 
College Student:   0% (n=1) 
Celebrity:              33.3% (n=2) 
Position of Power: 66.7% (n=4) 
Local/Other:           0.0% (n=0) 
Pos. (v):  33.3% (n=2) 
Neg. (v): 33.3% (n=2) 
Pos. (p): 16.7% (n=1) 
Neg. (p): 16.7% (n=1) 
Victim: 33.3% (n=2) 
Perp.     83.3% (n=5) 
Victim:       0% (n=0) 
Perp.          33.3% (n=2) 
Objective:  50% (n=3) 





Rape/S. Assault: 80% (n=4)    
S. Harassment:   20% (n=1)     
S. Misconduct:   0% (n=0)     
Other:                 0% (n=0) 
College Student:   40% (n=2) 
Celebrity:              20% (n=1) 
Position of Power: 20% (n=1) 
Local/Other:          20% (n=1) 
Pos.(v):  20% (n=1) 
Neg.(v): 40% (n=2) 
Pos.(p):   80% (n=4) 
Neg. (p): 20% (n=1) 
Victim: 20% (n=1) 
Perp.     80% (n=4) 
Victim:       20% (n=1) 
Perp.         r 40% (n=2) 
Objective:  20% (n=1) 




Rape/S. Assault: 62.5% (n=5) 
S. Harassment:   25% (n=2)     
S. Misconduct:   12.5% (n=1)     
Other:                0% (n=0) 
College Student:   0% (n=0) 
Celebrity:              37.5% (n=3) 
Position of Power: 62.5% (n=5) 
Local/Other:           0.0% (n=0) 
Pos.(v): 62.5% (n=5) 
Neg. (v): 50% (n=4) 
Pos. (p):  50% (n=4) 
Neg.(p): 50% (n=4) 
Victim: 50% (n=4) 
Perp.:    37.5% (n=3) 
Victim:       25% (n=2) 
Perp.          0% (n=0) 
Objective:  50% (n=4) 




Rape/S. Assault: 80% (n=4)    
S. Harassment:   20% (n=1)     
S. Misconduct:   0% (n=0)     
Other:                 0% (n=0) 
College Student:   40% (n=2) 
Celebrity:              20% (n=1) 
Position of Power: 0.0% (n=0) 
Local/Other:           40% (n=2) 
Pos. (v):  0% (n=0) 
Neg. (v): 20% (n=1) 
Pos. (p):  60% (n=3) 
Neg. (p): 20% (n=1) 
Victim: 20% (n=1) 
Perp.     80% (n=4) 
Victim:       0% (n=0) 
Perp.          20% (n=1) 
Objective:  40% (n=2) 
Other:         40% (n=2) 





Rape/S. Assault: 57.1% (n=4) 
S. Harassment:   0% (n=0)      
S. Misconduct:   28.6% (n=2)     
Other:                 14.3% (n=1) 
College Student:   0% (n=0) 
Celebrity:              14.3% (n=1) 
Position of Power: 85.7% (n=6) 
Local/Other:           0.0% (n=0) 
Pos. (v): 14.3% (n=1) 
Neg. (v): 42.9% (n=3) 
Pos. (p): 57.1% (n=4) 
Neg. (p): 14.3% (n=1) 
Victim: 28.6% (n=2) 
Perp.     57.1% (n=4) 
Victim:      14.3% (n=1) 
Perp.          14.3% (n=1) 
Objective:  71.4% (n=5) 
Other:         0% (n=0) 
USA Today 
(2014) 
Rape/S. Assault: 100% (n=6)  
S. Harassment:   0% (n=0)      
S. Misconduct:   0% (n=0)     
Other:                 0% (n=0) 
College Student:   33.3% (n=2) 
Celebrity:              50% (n=3) 
Position of Power: 0.0% (n=0) 
Local/Other:          16.7% (n=1) 
Pos. (v):  66.7% (n=2) 
Neg. (v): 66.7% (n=2) 
Pos. (p): 33.3% (n=1) 
Neg. (p): 33.3% (n=1) 
Victim: 50% (n=3) 
Perp.     50% (n=3) 
Victim:      33.3% (n=2) 
Perp.          0% (n=0) 
Objective:  50% (n=3) 
Other:        16.7% (n=1) 
USA Today 
(2018) 
Rape/S. Assault: 72.7% (n=8) 
S. Harassment:   18.2% (n=2)     
S. Misconduct:   0% (n=0)     
Other:                 9.1% (n=1) 
College Student:   9.1% (n=1) 
Celebrity:              63.6% (n=7) 
Position of Power:18.2% (n=2) 
Local/Other:          9.1% (n=1) 
Pos. (v):  66.7% (n=4) 
Neg. (v): 33.3% (n=2) 
Pos. (p): 50% (n=3) 
Neg. (p): 66.7% (n=4) 
Victim: 54.5% (n=6) 
Perp.     81.8% (n=9) 
Victim:      18.2% (n=2) 
Perp.          18.2% (n=2) 
Objective:  54.5% (n=6) 
Other:         9.1% (n=1) 
Washington 
Post (2014) 
Rape/S. Assault: 100% (n=5)  
S. Harassment:   0% (n=0)      
S. Misconduct:   0% (n=0)     
Other:                 0% (n=0) 
College Student:   60% (n=3) 
Celebrity:              40% (n=2) 
Position of Power:  0.0% (n=0) 
Local/Other:           0.0% (n=0) 
Pos. (v):  27.3% (n=3) 
Neg.(v): 72.7% (n=8) 
Pos. (p): 36.4% (n=4) 
Neg. (p): 36.4% (n=4) 
Victim: 80% (n=4) 
Perp.     60% (n=3) 
Victim:      60% (n=13 
Perp.          0% (n=0) 
Objective: 20% (n=1) 
Other:        20% (n=1) 
Washington 
Post (2018) 
Rape/S. Assault: 100% (n=6)  
S. Harassment:   0% (n=0)      
S. Misconduct:   0% (n=0)     
Other:                 0% (n=0) 
College Student:   0.0% (n=0) 
Celebrity:              50% (n=3) 
Position of Power: 33.3% (n=2) 
Local/Other:          16.7% (n=1) 
Pos.(v):  20% (n=1) 
Neg.(v): 20% (n=1) 
Pos. (p): 40% (n=2) 
Neg. (p): 40% (n=2) 
Victim: 50% (n=3) 
Perp.     16.7% (n=1) 
Victim:       0% (n=0) 
Perp.          33.3% (n=2) 
Objective:  66.7% (n=4) 




Rape/S. Assault: 0% (n=0)      
S. Harassment:   0% (n=0)      
S. Misconduct:   0% (n=0)     
Other:                 100% (n=2) 
College Student:   50% (n=1) 
Celebrity:              0.0% (n=0) 
Position of Power: 50% (n=1) 
Local/Other:          0.0% (n=0) 
Pos. (v):  50% (n=1) 
Neg. (v): 0% (n=0) 
Posi. (p): 50% (n=1) 
Neg. (p): 50% (n=1) 
Victim: 0% (n=0) 
Perp.    100% (n=2) 
Victim:       50% (n=1) 
Perp.          0% (n=0) 
Objective:  0% (n=0) 




Rape/S. Assault: 100% (n=2)  
S. Harassment:   0% (n=0)      
S. Misconduct:   0% (n=0)     
Other:                 0% (n=0) 
College Student:   0.0% (n=0) 
Celebrity:              0.0% (n=0) 
Position of Power:  50% (n=1) 
Local/Other:           50% (n=1) 
Pos. (v):  0% (n=0) 
Neg. (v): 0% (n=0)  
Pos. (p):  0% (n=0) 
Neg.(p): 0% (n=0) 
Victim: 100% (n=2) 
Perp.     0% (n=0) 
Victim:       50% (n=1) 
Perp.          0% (n=0) 
Objective:  0% (n=0) 




Rape/S. Assault: 80% (n=4)    
S. Harassment:   0% (n=0)      
S. Misconduct:   0% (n=0)     
Other:                 20% (n=1) 
College Student:   40% (n=2) 
Celebrity:              20% (n=1) 
Position of Power:  0.0% (n=0) 
Local/Other:           40% (n=2) 
Pos.(v):  20% (n=1) 
Neg. (v): 20% (n=1) 
Pos. (p):  80% (n=4) 
Neg. (p): 0% (n=0) 
Victim: 40% (n=2) 
Perp.     20% (n=1) 
Victim:      0% (n=1) 
Perp.          0% (n=1) 
Objective: 60% (n=3) 




Rape/S. Assault: 50% (n=4)    
S. Harassment:   0% (n=0)      
S. Misconduct:   25% (n=2)     
Other:                 25% (n=2) 
College Student:   0% (n=0) 
Celebrity:              37.5% (n=3) 
Position of Power:  50% (n=4) 
Local/Other:          12.5% (n=1) 
Pos. (v):  12.5% (n=1) 
Neg. (v): 12.5% (n=1) 
Pos. (p):  37.5% (n=3) 
Neg. (p): 37.5% (n=3) 
Victim: 37.5% (n=3) 
Perp.     87.5% (n=7) 
Victim:     12.5% (n=1) 
Perp.         12.5% (n=1) 
Objective: 62.5% (n=5) 
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